Testicular angiotensin I-converting enzyme (E.C. 3.4.15.1).
In the two mammalian species (i.e., rabbit and rat) in which it has been studied to date, testicular angiotensin I-converting enzyme possesses distinct physicochemical and immunological properties, and a susceptibility to hormonal regulation that makes it a unique isozyme of the converting enzyme ordinarily distributed throughout the body. The testicular isozyme appears to be a lower molecular weight version of the pulmonary enzyme, with similar, although not identical, catalytic properties. The testicular isozyme is under androgenic control and is associated with germinal cells. Although its function has yet to be elaborated, the testicular isozyme provides an excellent model for the study of tissue-specific regulation of carboxypeptidases.